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Lyman V. Ginctr 

SUPCRINTCNOCMT OF PuBt IC IhSTRUCTIOH 



As our pace of living becomes more complicated, our people are turning 
more and moro to the onvirounient for refuge and relaxation. Unfortunately, 
many of us .jre finding that our frantic utilization of natural resources, 
our wasteful life styles, and our neglect of balances that exist in our 
world has taken its toll in the lessening of the quality of our environment. 
Rather than refuge wc find refuse, and ratiier than relaxation we experience 
the disgust and disappointment of pollution created by our o\m neglect and 
apathy. This disgu.st and disappointment is only heightened by our feelings 
of helplessness in solving the problems. 

Education hcis a key role to play f.n assisting our citizenry with these 
conflicts. Education, as the means of developing knowledgeable citizens of 
the future, has a responsibility to teach t'he students of today the concepts 
they will need to function in the world of tomorrow. Local, state, and 
national pr i ori tie^s are being established for cnvironjTiental utilization and 
protection. Awareness and a desire to protect and improve the quality of 
the environitient will be essential to survival in tomorrow's world. The 
program dcvulopod by the Kentucky Department of Education to foster this 
awareness and to motivate towards action is environmental education. We 
feel that Kentucky's Environmental Education Program (KEEP) offers a beginning 
for school systems and teachers throughout our Commonwealth. We encourage 
teachers to use tiie curriculum materials developed for environmental education 
as a first step as n model for the development of their own curriculum centered 
around tlieir individual school and conimunf.ty. Environmental education is one 
approach towards meeting the new challenges of modern education, and we invite 
all of Kentucky to join the Kentucky Department of Education in meeting chese 
challenges . 



Lyman V. Gins'.er 

Superintcndeu t of Public Instruction 



FOREWORD 



The impact of decisions made in today's society is seldom limited to the 
present time or present generations. Rather, today's decisions are often of 
such a crucial nature that their impact will be felt by many generations yet 
unborn. In no area will the impact be greater felt than in the realm of the 
environment. Education has a responsibility in the initiation of wise deci- 
sion making with respect to the environment. As an effort towards meeting 
this responsibility, the Kentucky Department of Education has begun a program 
in Environmental Education. This program visualizes the environment both as 
the medium for teaching the academic aesthetic disciplines and as an area of 
study within these disciplines. 

Wc feel that this program is applicable to all segments of Kentucky communities ^ 
and encourage educ«-itors within these communities to adapt these model curriculum 
units to local circimistanccs and environments. We are grateful to the many 
individual.*; w!io iuive assisted in the development of these units and hope that 
this material will serve as a motivating; element in the future development of 
additional units and programs throughout the Commonwealtli . 



Don C. Bale, Assistant 
Superintendent for Instruccion 
Kentucky Department of Education 
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